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SALES  OF  SOUTHERN  RHODE SI AN 
:LVE-CVBED  leaf  a  record 

Total  sales  of  Southern  Rhodeslan  flue -cured  tobacco  at  the  Salisbury 
auction  market  for  the  1955  season  reached  a  record  level  of  120,6  million 
rounds,  exceeding  the  195*+  total  by  approximately  300,000  pounds,  according 
to  data  released  by  the  Rhodeslan  Tobacco  Marketing  Board,    Tne  average 
price  paid  was  1+0.5  pence  (kl ,2  U.  S,  cents)  per  pound,  about  5.5  percent 
above  the  1954  average  but  below  the  record  of  42.3  pence  or  50  J.  b.  cent, 
paid  in  1952.    The  value  of  the  crop  reached  a  new  high  of  almost  $57 
million,  an  increase  of  5*8  percent  as  compared  with  the  value  of  the 
previous  crop. 

Sales  of  Northern  Rhodesian  flue-cured  tobacco  totaled  1.6  million 
pounds  and  averaged  3^7  pence  (40,5  U.  S.  cents)  per  pound.  Quantity 
sold  was  almost  5  percent  below  the  1954  level  while  the  average  price  was 
7-5  percent  higher  than  in  the  previous  year? 

Total  sales  of  flue -cured  in  the  Central  African  Federation  (Southern 
Rhodesia,  Northern  Rhodesia,  and  Nyasaland)  this  year  were  131.8  million 
pounds ,  slightly  less  than  the  132,1  million  pounds  sold  last  year,  with 
the  increase  in  Southern  Rhodesia  being  more  than  offset  by  declines  in 
sales  from  Northern  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland, 

Southern  Rhodesia's  relatively  unimportant  fire-cured  crop  was  down 
sharply  from  last  year  with  sales  this  season  amounting  to  only  277,000 
pouads  as  compared  with  598,000  pounds  a  year  earlier.    The  average  price 
at  19  cents  per  pound  was  well  above  the  12.5  cents  received  for  last 
season's  crop.    Total  sales  of  fire-cured  leaf  in  the  Federation  were 
down  from  23. 9  million  pounds  in  1954  to  about  15  million  this  season, 
with  most  of  the  decline  accounted  for  by  the  drop  of  8.6  million  pounds 
in  Nyasaland 5 s  sales. 
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October  31,  1955 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


U78 


CANADA'S  FLUE -CURED 
CROP  REDUCED  BY  FROST 

Extensive  damage  to  the  flue-cured  tobacco  crop  in  Ontario's  new  belt 
occurred  as  the  result  of  a  severe  frost  early  in  September,  according  to 
a  report  received  from  Canada.    Most  of  the  leaf  which  had  not  been  har- 
vested was  destroyed  and  losses  are  estimated  as  high  as  30  million  pounds. 
The  crop  in  Ontario  which  earlier  suffered  damage  from  drouth,  hail ,  and 
leaf  spot  is  now  expected  to  total  100  to  105  million  pounds. 

No  frost  damage  to  the  flue-cured  crop  in  Quebec  was  reported  and 
output  there  is  estimated  at  about  5  million  pounds. 


1955  IRAQI  DATE  PROSPECTS 

As  a  result  of  unusually  mild,  dry  weather  during  the  summer  in  Iraq, 
the  select  varieties  of  dates  have  failed  to  fill  out  and  attain  their 
normal  size.    Although  some  improvement  in  growing  conditions  occurred 
late  in  the  summer  in  the  way  of  rises  in  temperature  and  humidity,  it 
came  too  late  to  have  a  major  effect  on  the  quality  of  the  dates,  which 
promises  to  be  the  poorest  in  many  years.    The  Hallawi  dates,  the  variety 
traditionally  exported  to  the  United  States  and  Canada,  are  reportedly 
far  below  their  usual  quality,  being  generally  small  and  shrivelled, 
Even  with  unusual  efforts  in  the  sorting  and  grading,  the  Hallawi  will 
have  to  be  eked  out  with  the  smaller  Sayer  variety,  of  which  the  American 
market  accepts  a  reasonable  quantity  and  which  has  suffered  less  damage 
than  the  Hallawi  from  the  summer's  weather.    It  is  considered  that  the 
fruit  on  most  of  the  older,  taller  Hallawi  trees  can  be  written  off  as 
unsuitable  for  the  American  market.    Dates  on  the  younger  trees  may 
develop  properly,  but  as  these  ripen  only  in  October  they  will  not  reach 
the  important  Thanksgiving  market  in  the  United  States. 


A  surplus  of  approximately  20,000  tons  of  all  varieties  within  the 
area  of  jurisdiction  of  the  Iraq  Dates  Trading  Co.  is  anticipated  even 
with  a  much  reduced  crop,  estimated  at  270,000  tons.    This  surplus  will 
further  complicate  the  problems  of  the  company  during  the  last  year  of 
its  current  3-year  monopoly  of  the  purchase  and  sale  of  Basra  dates. 
Growers  have  been  accepting  the  company's  policy  of  issuing  shares  in 
the  company  in  lieu  of  20  percent  of  the  amount  due  each  grower;  neverthe- 
less, recourse  will  again  be  required  to  the  central  government  to  balance 
the  company's  accounts  for  this  year's  crop.    It  is  generally  believed 
that  in  spite  of  the  company's  difficulties  in  disposing  of  the  entire  crop 
and  its  financial  difficulties,  the  company's  operations  will  be  continued 
next  year  with  but  minor  modifications  of  policies. 
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LARGER  ITALIAN  WALNUT  CROP  ESTIMATED 

The  1955  Italian  walnut  harvest  has  "been  much  more  favorable  than 
was  earlier  expected  and  the  commercial  crop  is  now  estimated  at  22,000 
short  tons.    The  195^  crop  was  estimated  at  12,700  tons.    Average  pro- 
duction (19^8-52)  is  22,i*00  tons.    Quality  is  also  better  than  last  year, 
and  dealers  do  not  expect  difficulty  in  maintaining  90-percent  sound  nuts 
in  their  foreign  consignments. 


AUSTRALIA       RHODESIA,  NYASSALAND 
TRADE  AGREEMENT:    DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

In  a  new  trade  agreement  between  Australia  and  the  recently  created 
Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyassaland,  certain  commonwealth  dairy  product 
which  under  the  previous  agreements  were  allowed  in  free  are  still 
allowed  in  free  of  duty  and  the  duty-free  status  is  part  of  the  agreement 
and  cannot  be  altered.    These  products  are,  furthermore,  granted  a  margin 
of  preference  over  dairy  products  from  foreign,  not  Commonwealth,  sources 

Whole  condensed  milk  is  one  of  the  free  commodities  and  the  duty 
margin  over  foreign  country  supplies  is  1  pence  a  pound,  approximately 
1.17  cents.    Powdered  whole  milk  is  a  free  item  and  the  margin  is  1.75 
cents  a  pound.    The  margin  on  butter  is  7  cents  a  pound.    The  announced 
difference  allowed  Australian  Cheddar  cheese  is  not  explained  except  it 
is  said  that  the  rate  of  such  cheese  applicable  to  Australia  is  free 
while  the  lowest  rate  to  foreign  suppliers  is  20  percent  ad  valorem. 

The  new  trade  agreement  was  announced  by  Overseas  Trading,  a  publi- 
cation of  the  Australian  Department  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture,  as 
beeing  effective  July  1,  1955.    The  agreement  will  be  operative  for  3 
years  and  grants  tariff  concessions  to  the  Commonwealth. 

The  only  item  under  which  the  Federation  was  not  bound  to  maintain 
the  current  free  status  of  Australian  imports  was  skim  milk.  However, 
it  was  stipulated  in  the  agreement  that  whatever  the  Australian  rate, 
the  rate  from  foreign  suppliers  outside  the  Commonwealth  would  be  1 
pence  more. 

The  Federation  has  quota  systems  for  butter  and  cheese  imports. 
However,  officials  pointed  out  that  the  system  in  respect  to  butter 
is  not  a  restriction  but  a  device  to  enable  the  Dairy  Marketing  Board 
better  to  carry  out  its  functions  as  the  sole  importer  of  butter.  The 
control  on  Cheddar  cheese,  it  was  stated,  is  necessary  because  of  the 
perishable  local  production.    Total  restriction  is  placed  on  imports 
of  Cheddar  during  the  peak  milk  production  months  when  surplus  produc- 
tion is  channeled  into  manufacture. 

In  those  parts  of  the  Federation  subject  to  the  Congo  Basin 
Convention,  to  which  the  United  States  is  a  party,  United  States  dairy 
products  are  entitled  to  equal  tariff  treatment  with  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  Dominions. 
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Prevailing  market  prices  for  all  sheep  products  are  not  good.  The 
loss  of  large  areas  of  farmland  in  East  Germany  has  made  other  types  of 
agriculture  seem  more  lucrative  to  farmers  in  the  German  Republic . 

LARD  SITUATION  IN  FRANCE 

Imports  of  lard  into  France  were  sizable  in  1925-29,  with  totals 
averaging  16,000  short  tons  annually,    However,  by  1935-39  annual  imports 
fell  to  less  than  500  short  tons, 

In  recent  years,  France  has  been  a  regular  exporter  of  lard  to  the 
Republic  of  Germany,  Austria,  Czechoslovakia,  and  the  Island  of  Reunion. 
It  also  exports  relatively  small  amounts  of  lard  to  a  number  of  other 
countries,  including  the  United  Kingdom.    Total  exports  in  I95U  amounted 
to  only  7,8^9  tons.    Total  imports  of  lard  by  France  in  195^  amounted 
to  only  19  tons,  including  15  tons  of  refined  lard  from  the  United  States. 

At  prevailing  prices  France  must  engage  in  "technical  exchange"  or 
in  some  other  special  arrangements  to  meet  the  competition  from  the 
United  States  in  export  markets,    Lard  prices  are  about  the  same  as  a 
year  ago  but  are  still  not  competitive  with  prices  in  the  United  States. 
The  current  wholesale  price  is  reported  to  be  210  to  220  francs  per  kilo 
(27.2  to  28.5  cents  a  pound)  compared  with  an  average  of  220  in  October 
195^ 

France  uses  only  small  quantities  of  lard  per  person.  Consumer 
acceptance  of  the  product  is  generally  low,  and  most  of  it  is  used  by 
manufacturers  of  cookies.    In  general  the  French  prefer  to  use  butter, 
margarine,  and  peanut  and  olive  oil  for  cooking,  and  lard  has  a  much 
lower  preference.    The  largest  household  consumers  of  lard  as  such  are 
in  the  northern  and  eastern  provinces  of  the  country.    For  the  retail 
trade  French  lard  is  packed  in  1  kg,  (2.2-pound)  cartons  and  in  500- 
and  250-gram  parchment  or  aluminum  foil  prints,    It  is  wholesaled  in 
wooden  boxes  of  5,  10,  or  25  kilograms  and  in  18-kilogram  cans. 

The  French  import  duty  on  lard  is  32  percent  ad  valorem;  the 
duty  on  melted  tallow  is  15  percent,  and  on  pressed  tallow  20  percent. 

DOMINICAN  CATTLE  FAIR 

Eighteen  cattle  associations  from  five  countries  are  competing 
for  $157,000  in  prizes  at  the  Dominican  Republic* s  first  large-scale 
international  cattle  fair.    Livestock  will  be  exhibited  January  5  to 
10,  1956,  and  opportunities  for  auction  sales  will  be  provided. 
Applications  for  entry  will  be  accepted  for  beef  and  dairy  cattle, 
sheep,  horses,  hogs,  goats,  and  poultry.  (Cont'd. 

The  Dominican  cattle  industry  supplies  the  domestic  needs  of 
that  country,  as  well  as  exports  to  Puerto  Rico  and  other  Caribbean 
countries. 


(Cont'd,  page  I+83.) 
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It  has  "been  unofficially  reported  that  the  following  United  States 
associations  hare  indicated  a  desire  to  compete.    They  are:  American 
Brahman  Breeders'  Assoc.,  the  American  Charoloise  Breeders  Assoc., 
American  Aberdeen -Angus  Breeders'  Assoc.,  and  the  Eastern  Brahman  Assoc. 

Official  judges  at  the  fair  will  be  faculty  members  from  universities 
in  the  United  States.    Hay  and  fodder  will  be  paid  for  out  of  an  $8.00 
registration  fee.    Adequate  housing  is  available  for  the  stock.  Further 
information  can  be  had  by  writing  to  the  Comision  Organizadora  Feira  de 
La  Paz/y  Conf raternidad  del  Mundo  Libre,  Ciudad  Trujillo,  Eepublica 
Dominicana. 


POLISH  PORK  INDUSTRY 
RECOVERS  PREWARE  MARKETS 

According  to  "The  Pig  Meat  Situation:  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Austria,  Poland  has  made  considerable  recovery  with  her  pork  industry. 
It  was  estimated  that  in  1951*  Poland  had  9-7  million  head  of  hogs. 
This  figure  is  about  the  level  of  the  previous  year  and  also  of  1938. 
The  United  Kingdom  has  been  the  biggest  market  in  Polish  bacon,  re- 
ceiving 56,170  tons  in  1953  and  ^3,380  tons  in  195 . 

Polish  hams  have  been  shipped  to  Western  Europe  and  North  America 
in  increasing  quantities.    United  Kingdom  imports  of  bacon  from  Poland 
for  the  first  quarter  of  1955  were  considerably  higher  than  for  the 
same  quarter  of  last  year  and  the  indications  are  that,  in  the  short 
term,  Polish  supplies  available  for  the  United  Kingdom  market  will 
show  no  diminution  from  the  level  of  recent  years. 


NETHERLANDS  HOG  NUMEERS 
HIGHER  THAN  PREWAR 


Since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  hog  numbers  in  the  Netherlands  have 
been  increasing  rather  rapidly.    In  December  195^  there  was  2,330,000 
head  --a  total  almost  30  percent  above  the  1938  level.    Pork  produc- 
tion also  increased  and  consumption  in  195^  was  somewhat  higher  than  in 
1930.    The  increased  production  has  enabled  greater  quantities  of  pork 
to  be  exported  than  before  the  war. 

Pork  production  in  1955  is  expected  to  be  even  higher  than  in  193k, 
and  the  exports  too  will  surpass  last  years  level  of  22,750  tons.  The 
Netherlands  will  have  no  difficulty  in  filling  the  quota  under  the  United 
Kingdom  bacon  contract,  which  is  renewed  annually  and  sets  forth  the 
price  of  bacon  to  be  delivered.    Dutch  exporters  probably  will  be 
looking  to  neighboring  European  countries  as  markets  for  the  balance  of 
the  exportable  surplus,    Exports  of  hams  to  the  United  States  may  be 
expected  to  continue  at  a  high  level. 
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FIRST  FORECAST  INDICATES  RECORD  WORLD  CORN  CROP 

World  corn  production  in  1955-56  appears  likely  to  set  a  new  record, 
on  the  basis  of  preliminary  information  available  to  the  Foreign  Agri- 
cultural Service.    Though  still  too  early  for  reliable  indications  of 
production  in  some  areas,  especially  Southern  Hemisphere  countries  where 
planting  is  still  under  "way,  the  present  outlook  is  for  a  world  production 
of  about  6,060  million  bushels.    If  achieved,  a  crop  that  size  would 
slightly  exceed  the  previous  record  in  19^8  and  would  be  about  10  percent 
above  the  195^-55  outturn, 

The  increase  over  last  year's  production  is  mainly  in  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union.    The  current  harvest  in  the  United  States 
is  about  150  million  bushels  larger  than  in  195JJ,  though  it  is  below  the 
large  crops  of  the  2  preceding  years .    Both  acreage  and  yields  are  slightly 
above  the  195^  figures.    Perhaps  the  most  significant  development  in  the 
world  corn  situation  this  year  is  the  great  expansion  of  acreage  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  where  corn  was  formerly  a  minor  crop.    This  is  the  result 
of  a  new  government  "crash"  program  aiming  to  bolster  the  lagging  forage 
supply  and  increase  livestock  production. 

Production  in  North  America  is  estimated  at  3,333  million  bushels, 
131  million  more  than  in  195^ .    The  bulk  of  the  increase  was  in  the 
United  States,  where  a  crop  of  3,118  million  bushels  is  reported  for  all 
purposes,  compared  with  2,965  million  last  year.    A  crop  of  that  size 
added  to  the  record  carry -ever  stocks  brings  supplies  for  the  1955 -5^  season 
to  a  new  high  of  kflk2  million  bushels,  exceeding  the  previous  record  for  the 
19^9-50  season  by  about  90  million  bushels.    This  large  corn  supply,  together 
with  large  supplies  of  other  feed  grains,  brings  the  export  availability  of 
feed  grains  in  the  United  States  to  a  much  higher  volume  than  any  foreseeable 
import  demand.    Corn  acreage  was  80.8  million  acres  compared  with  79.9  mil- 
lion last  year.    The  yield  of  38.6  bushels  per  acre  was  k  percent  above  the 
195^  yield. 

The  substantial  increase  in  the  United  States  was  partially  offset 
by  an  estimated  decline  in  Mexico,  the  second  largest  producer  of  the 
area.    Current  reports  of  severe  floods  in  some  important  corn-producing 
areas  of  that  country  state  that  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  estimate  the 
full  amount  of  damage  done  to  the  crop.    A  record  corn  acreage  in  Canada, 
together  with  good  yields,  bring  production  there  to  the  highest  level 
on  record.    The  present  estimate  of  29.3  million  bushels  exceeds  the 
previous  record  by  7  million  bushels. 

European  corn  production  is  tentatively  forecast  at  67O  million 
bushels,  which  is  9  percent  above  the  small  195^  crop.    It  is,  however, 
not  up  to  the  prewar  level  (1935-39)  of  695  million  bushels,    The  outturn 
was  somewhat  larger  than  the  195^  harvest  in  Italy  and  Yugoslavia,  the 
largest  producers  of  western  Europe.    The  crop  in  Italy  this  year  is  a 
near -record  one,  according  to  preliminary  reports.    In  Yugoslavia  the 
1955  crop,  though  somewhat  larger  than  the  small  195^  production,  is 
still  less  than  the  prewar  average.    Corn  production  in  Eastern  Europe 
is  also  larger  than  in  195^  when  drought  damaged  the  crop  in  some  important 
producing  areas. 
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The  Soviet  Union' s  corn  acreage  was  officially  announced  at  million 
acres,  constituting  a  four -fold  increase  over  las*c  year.    The  increase  is 
largely  at  the  expense  of  oats,  barley,  and  other  forage  crops.    The  acreage 
expansion  extended  not  only  to  the  traditional  com -growing  areas  of  the 
sou tli,  hut  also  to  a  number  of  the  more  northern  and  eastern  regions,  where 
climatic  conditions  generally  do  not  appear  to  b6  particularly  favorable  to 
corn  production.    Hovever,  much  of  the  crop  on  the  ne"W  acreage  is  grovm  for 
silage,  not  for  grain,  and  is  harvested  before  reaching  maturity.  Crop 
conditions  this  year  have  been  spotty,  mostly  good  in  the  eouthem  regions 
and  adverse  in  the  east  and  northwest.    Considerable  cultivation  and  harvesting 
difficulties,  reported  from  many  parts  of  the  country,  doubtless  will  reduce 
yields.    More  than  half  of  the  corn  acreage  was  still  unharvested  by  October 
1.    In  order  to  overcome  the  reluctance  and  stimulate  the  interest  of 
collective  farmers  and  workers  of  machine -tractor  stations  in  the  increased 
production  of  corn,  a  decree  was  issued  by  the  Soviet  government  on  May  21, 
which  "recommended"  supplementary  payments  in  kind  up  to  15  percent  of  the 
harvested  corn  crop  in  grain  and  silage.    (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
June  13,  1955.) 

On  the  basis  of  incomplete  reports,  Asia  appears  to  have  about  the 
same  total  corn  crop  as  in  1954.    This  is  a  well-above -average  production, 
(reflecting  substantial  corn  expansion  in  India,  Indonesia,  the  Philippine 
Republic,  and  a  number  of  smaller  producing  countries.    The  current  esti- 
mate of  750  million  bushels  is  18  percent  above  the  prewar  level.  The 
increase  is  the  result  of  a  substantially  expanded  corn  acreage  in  all 
important  producing  areas. 

Corn  production  in  Africa  is  tentatively  estimated  at  3^5  million 
bushels,  very  slightly  above  the  195k  total.    This  estimate,  however, 
is  subject  to  considerable  change  as  the  season  progresses  in  the  Southern 
Eemisphere.    Well  over  half  the  corn  production  in  this  continent  is 
grown  in  Southern  Hemisphere  countries,  where  planting  is  now  under  way, 
and  growing  conditions  through  the  first  quarter  of  1956  will  determine 
outturns .    The  corn  harvest  becomes  general  in  April  in  most  of  these 
countries. 

The  corn  harvest  in  South  America  takes  place  at  about  the  same  time 
as  in  Southern  African  countries,  and  early-season  forcasts  included  in 
world  totals  are  subject  to  the  same  reservations  as  those  noted  above. 
Indications  point  to  an  increase,  mainly  in  Argentina,  where  a  very  small 
crop  was  harvested  last  season.    If  growing  conditions  are  average  or 
better,  the  outturn  there  would  be  sharply  above  the  105  million  bushels 
harvested  last  April-June .    Supplies  remaining  from  that  small  crop  offer 
limited  export  possibilities,  with  only  about  85  million  bushels  esti- 
mated in  all  positions  on  July  1,  1955-    That  total  is  to  cover  domestic 
requirements  to  the  beginning  of  the  new  season,  April  1,  and  for  carry-over 
on  that  date,  as  well  as  for  export. 

Corn  is  of  minor  importance  in  Oceania.    In  Australia,  the  principal 
producer  of  the  area,  production  averages  only  about  5  million  bushels, 
-orn  acreage  in  that  country  has  declined  considerably  in  recent  years, 
and  is  now  estimated  to  be  only  al>out  170,000  acres  compared  with  the 
1935-39  average  of  33^,000  acres. 


October  31,  1955 
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EXPORTS  OF  U.S,  BIBS  LOW, 
IMPORTS  HIGH  IK"  195^  -55 

United  States  exports  of  dry  "beans  totaled  1,739,000  "bags  of  100 
pounds  each  in  the  year  ended  August  31,  1955-    This  was  21  percent  "below 
the  2,189,000  "bags  exported  in  the  1953 -5'*  marketing  year. 

Nearly  every  importing  country  in  Europe  took  less  United  States  "beans 
this  year  than  last  du9  principally  to  the  shortage  of  exportable  white 
"beans  in  this  country.    The  nine  countries  of  Europe  listed  in  the  table 
took  only  296,000  bags  in  the  marketing  year  .just  ended,  or  69  percent 
less  than  the  903,000  bags  the  previous  year.    Mexico  took  almost  50  per- 
cent less  due  to  improved  domestic  production,  and  Canada  took  about 
percent  less. 

Increased  quantities  went  to  Central  America,  Eastern  Europe,  and 
Asia.    Wet  weather  at  planting  time  in  Central  America  and  floods  in 
Eastern  Europe  caused  the  unusual  demand  for  United  States  beans  in  those 
areas.    Some  of  these  shipments  were  sent  under  relief  programs. 

(See  import  table  below,  export  table  next  page.    Text  cont'd., 
next  page . ) 

Beans,  dry:    Imports  into  U  S.  1953-5^  and  195^-55 


(Year  beginning  September  l) 


Country  of 
Origin 

• 
• 

:     1953  -5l» 

• 

• 
• 

:     195** -55 

 100  lb.  bags  - 

30,766  ; 

31,168 

k,k26  : 

2,595 

•     20,297  . 

13,036 

Chile  

•     110,087  : 

95,125 

5614  ; 

3,822 

Italy  

..:     15,260  : 

9,062 

..:  5,086 

10,106 

6,809 

• 

23,279 

..:  2,11)5 

2,297 

Br.  E.  Africa  

. . :  200 

:  1,573 

• 

:  8,136 

..:  1,500 

:  20,787 

:  1,086 

• 

:  31,935 

Other  

..:  3,298 

• 

:  *,7*»9 

Total 

• 

:  123,81*9 

• 
• 

:  265,565 
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Beans,  dry:    Exports  from  U.S.  by  type,  195*1-55, 

and  total,  1953-5*1 

(Year  beginning  September  1) 


Country  of 
destination 


195*< -55 


White 


Red 
kidney 


*  Pinto 


Other  :  Seed,  : 
colored  jail  types: 


Total 


Canada  :  U  7 , 803 

Panama,  Rep .of  .... :  50 

Mexico  :  15,510 

Venezuela  :  12,595 

Cuba  :  156,137 

Eaiti  35,981 

Colombia  :  216 

Honduras  :  99 

EL  Salvador  : 

Nicaragua  : 

United  Kingdom  :  15^  ,200 

Netherlands  :  1}8,1(  98 

Belg.  &  Lux  :  15,1*514 

Germany,  Rep.  of...:  27,105 

Hungary .  ;  =  ....: 

Spain  : 

Greece  :  i;ioo 

Italy  :  6514 

Yugoslavia  : 

Philippines,  Rep.  of  8,512 
Israel  -  Palestine.:  6,600 

Lebanon  :  28,202 

Japan  :  119,7914 

Nansei  &  Nanpc  Is..:  2,300 

Br .  Honduras  : 

Other  :  12,717 

* 

Total  '.623,527 


3,867 
6,225 
36 
8,852 
l6l4,l<l9 
2,018 
5,260 


5,357 


361 


14,605 
1,988 
1,000 

10,850 


2114,838 


•100 -lb 
723 


17*1,037 
*4,559 
21,903 
83,112 
5,000 
6,739 


880 
318 

2,1*15 
22,0lll4 


15,934 


bags' 


3,725 
150 
11,690 
17,686 
396,14143 


800 
59,588 
140,000 


1,810 


2,500 

420 
8,228 


339,*»5*i 


5*41,230 


6,055 

2,156 
1,14  29 
299 
2.601 


179 
1,10* 

290 


130 
2 

126 
55 

5,,322 


19,808 


62,173 
6,1425 
203, *t  29 

145,121 
739,201 
123,712 

10,1476 
7,638 

59,588 

140,000 

155,259 

55,337 
15,7*4*4 
29,520 
22,  OH 

1,230 
16,568 

11,375 
6,726 

28,202 

514,145*1 
14,708 
1,000 

38.927 


1,738,857 


98,566 

8,59*i 
393,605 
*»0,0M4 
625,905 

1*»,308 


1)30,962 
180,10*1 
33,890 
96,228 

10,000 

105,15** 
10,000 

36,727 
9,882 
32,968 
15,08*1 
2,280 
6,300 
3,509 


2,188,73? 


(Cont'd,  from  p.  1*88)       Of  the  1.7  million  bags  exported  in  the  195*1-55 
season,  more  than  a  million  were  colored  classes  of  beans,  reflecting  the  in- 
creased exports  to  Latin  America,  where  colored  classes  are  usually  preferred 
over  white  beans.    A  considerable  part  of  the  white  beans  exported  undoubtedly 
were  of  the  low-priced  baby  limas  purchased  at  low  prices  from  CCC  stocks  early 
in  the  year . 


October  31/  1955 
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Imports  of  beans  during  the  marketing  year  totaled  266,000  tags 
(including  about  35/000  bags  of  Mung  beans)  or  more  than  double  the 
previous  year;  and  the  largest  in  5  years.    High  U,S.  prices  for  white 
beans  and  the  shortage  of  Mung  beans  were  the  principal  causes  of  the 
increased  imports,    White  beans  came  principally  from  Chile.  Canada, 
and  Ethiopia;  Mung  beans  from  Peru  and  Thailand , 


BURMA/ S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
AT  ESC0HD  LE7SL 


Burma's  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first  half  of 
1955  totaled  1,3  million  pounds,   ,3million  pounds  greater  than  the  195^ 
calendar  year,  and  -were  the  largest  since  19^6,     Takings  of  United  States 
leaf  (imports  via  Hong  Kong  for  payment  in  pounds  sterling)  during  the 
January -June  period  of  1955  amounted  to  .7  million  pounds  as  compared 
■with  only  .2  million  pounds  during  January -December  195^  ■    New  sources  of 
leaf  during  195^  "were  Greece,  Southern  Ehodesia,  Formosa,  and  China, 
Takings  of  leaf  from  these  new  suppliers  accounted  for  about  15  percent 
of  Burma1 s  total  imports. 


HONG  KONG  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
BOW  IB  FIEST  HALF,  '55 

Hong  Kong's  imports  of  unmanuf actured  tobacco  in  the  first  half 
of  1955  totaled  ^,2  million  pounds  —  down  3-5  percent  from  the  ^,3  million 
pounds  imported  during  the  corresponding  period  of  195^ •    The  decline 
occurred  in  takings  from  India,  British  Central  Africa  (Rhodesias) ,  and 
Macao,     (See  table  below.) 


Hong  Kong:    Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  the  January -June 
periods.  195^-55 


Country  of  Origin 

January  -  June 
!  195^ 

January  -  June 

:  1955 

United  States  

Central  Africa  (British) ,,«...,.....: 
India,   „  ,  , . .  . ,  . . : 

J  apan .  <  » •  •  *  4  *  a  •  .•  •   •  c  ••>•••' 

Other  

;     1,000  pounds 

1,930  : 
277  i 

1,^7  ; 
26l  « 

39  : 
21 
318 
31 

;    1,000  pounds 

2,530 
15lj 
66i4 

315 

38 
116 

:  355 

^,32^ 

4,172 

Source:    Hong  Kong  Trade  Statistics  -  Imports,  June  1955 
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Pakinga  of  United  States  leaf,  principally  flue-cured  and  3urley, 
vere  31  percent  larger  than  last  year.    The  demand  for  United  States 
Burley  continues  to  "be  strong  -with  consignments  of  flue -cured  increasing, 
supplanting  thos6  partially  from  India  and  the  Rhod6sias.    Imports  from 
China  and  Japan,  presumably  flue -cured,  are  also  increasing  and  eventually 
may  adversely  affect  the  level  of  United  States  shipments  of  flue-cured  to 
Bong  Kong. 


SPAIN'S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS  UP  6.8 
MILLION  POUNDS  IN  FIE ST  QUARTER  1955 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  by  the  Spanish  Tobacco  Monopoly 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1955  totaled  13.0  million  pounds  as  compared 
vith  6,3  million  pounds  imported  during  the  corresponding  period  of  195^. 
Most  of  the  increase  occurred  in  larger  takings  from  the  Philippines, 
Brazil,  and  Cuba.    Imports  from  the  United  States,  Paraguay,  and  the 
Dominican  Republic  vere  considerably  lees  than  the  first  quarter  of  195^  • 
During  195*4  there  vere  substantial  imports  from  British  East  Africa,  the 
Union  of  South  Africa,  and  India  for  the  first  time.    Takings  from  these 
sources  declined  during  the  first  quarter  of  1955. 


Spain:    Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  January-March  1955; 

•with  comparisons 


Country  of  Origin  : 

1953 

195^  ■ 

January  -  March 

195^ 

1955 

1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

!  pounds 

United  States .... 

Cuba                          .   .  . 

Brazil  

Philippine  Republic .  .. 

Dominican  Republic  

Paraguay  

Turkey  

Greece . ,  

British  East  Africa  

Indonesia  

0  ther  

2,666  ■ 
6,221 
6,619 
22,1*145 

5,619 
2,566 

1,670 
2,329 

29 

14,079  : 
9,063 

8,165 
10,14  66 
I48.I 
1,307 

1614 

131 

567 

6k 
l,lk2 

2,0^6  : 
19 

:  2,72*4 

:  21 
:  848 

li25 

;  175 

1,14  65 
1,172 
:  3.088 

•  ^977 
:  3 

:  88 
:  220 

Total  • 

50,l6l4 

35,629 

6,258 

:  13,013 

Source:    Estadistica  Del  Comercio  Exterior  de  Espana,  March  1955. 
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RECORD  COTTON  CROP 
INDICATED  IN  GREECE 

Favorable  prospects  for  the  1955-56  cotton  crop  in  Greece  indicate 
that  this  year's  production  will  be  the  highest  on  record,  with  current 
estimates  of  275,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  from  an  area  of  about 
^15,000  acres.    Production  in  195^-55  Amounted  to  190,000  bales  and  acre- 
age was  270,000.    The  new  crop  will  approximate  increases  of  ^5  percent 
in  production  and  5^  percent  in  acreage  over  those  of  a  year  ago. 

Greece  has  been  a  cotton  surplus  country  only  during  the  last  few 
years  with  production  of  130,000  bales  in  1951 -52,  exceeding  annual  mill 
requirements  for  the  first  time.    There  have  been  gradual  increases  each 
year  until  this  year's  sharp  expansion  which  resulted  from  the  Govern- 
ment campaign  to  increase  cotton  acreage. 

Greece's  cotton  exports  during  August-July  195^-55  amounted  to  68,000 
bales,  principally  to  Italy,  France,  and  Yugoslavia.    This  was  more  than 
twice  the  amount  exported  in  any  previous  year,  comparing  with29,000  bales 
in  1953-5^,  and  26,000  in  1952-53.    The  export  surplus  from  the  1955-56 
crop  may  reach  135,000  bales.     (Text  cont'd.,  next  page.) 


GREECE:    Exports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  destination, 

crop  years  1950-195^ 


(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country  of 
destination 


Year  beginning  August  1 


1950 


1951 


1952 


1953 


Australia 
Belgium.  . 
France . . . 
Germany . . 

Italy  

Netherlands 

Spain  

Switzerland 
United  Kingdom 
Yugoslavia. 
Total. . 


1,000 
bales 

0 

1.0 
.k 

0 
0 
0 

1.0 

0 
0 


1,000 

bales 

0.2 

0 

10.6 
.1 
9.2 
.9 

0 
0 
0 

0 


1,000 
bales 

0 

0 

I*  .3 
.2 

.1 
.2 

0 
0 

15.8 
5.8 


6.9 


21  .0 


26.1) 


1,000 
bales 

0 

0.3 
13-3 
.1 
lk.1 

•  5 

0 

.1 

0 

 J_ 


29.1 


l/  Less  than  50  bales 


Source:    Ministry  of  Commerce  and  the 
Hellenic  Cotton  Board 
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Jetton  imports  by  Greece  in  1954-55  amounted  to  8,000  tales;  7,000 
from  the  United  States  and  1,000  from  Egypt.    Long  staple  Egyptian  cotton 
is  imported  to  meet  requirements  of  manufacturers  of  the  finer  yarns,  The 
maximum  staple  length  of  the  Greek  cotton  is  reported  to  be  1-1/8  inches  * 
Cotton  of  this  approximate  length,  however,  represents  less  than  1  percent 
of  the  total  production.    Imports  from,  the  United  States  include  cotton  of 
staple  lengths  below  1-1/8  inches.    The  importation  of  United  States 
cotton  is  encouraged  by  the  relatively  low  interest  rates  obtainable  from 
United  States  banks  in  financing  cotton  imports  as  compared  with  prevailing 
rates  from  Greek  sources. 


GREECE:    Imports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  origin,  crop  years 

1950-195^ 


Year  beginning  August  1 

Country  of  origin 

1 

1950 

'  1951 

:  1952  ;  1953 

195^ 

i 

1,000 

•  1,000 

;  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 

bales 

!  bales 

:  bales 

bales 

bales 

« 

i 
i 

13.2  - 

1,5  ' 
7.7  1 

:  0,3 
!  1,2 

I   0  1 

!  0 

1/  6,8 
~  1,2 

0 

. . .: 

« 

!      1,2  « 

!  lo2 

!  0 

» 

t  •  «  a 

22, K 

:  1.5 

i  1.2 

1,2 

!  8.0 

1/  Includes  nearly  1,5  thousand  bales  of  Brazilian  cotton 
Source',    Ministry  of  Commerce 


The  rate  of  cotton  consumption  by  mills  during  August-July  195^-55 
was  about  equal  to  that  of  the  same  period  one  year  earlier — 116,000  bales 
as  compared  with  115,000  in  1953-5*+,    A  moderate  increase  in  consumption  is 
anticipated  as  a  result  of  the'  recent  shift  of  seme  textile  firms  to  the 
production  of  heavier  textiles,  which  require  larger  quantities  of  cotton 
per  square  yard  of  fabric, 

Greece's  cotton  stocks  on  August  1.1955,  were  estimated  at  32,000 
bales,  increasing  78  percent  from  the  18,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier, 

EGYPT  WILL  LIMIT  COTTON 
ACREAGE  FOR  1956-57  CROP 

A  recently  announced  decision  by  the  Egyption  Council  of  Ministers 
will  limit  acreage  for  the  1956-57  cotton  crop  to  33  percent  of  the 
country's  agricultural  acreage.    This  maximum  acreage  for  cotton  is  appli- 
cable throughout  the  country,  whereas  last  year  the  cotton  percentage  was 
established  at  33  percent  in  Lower  Egypt  and  37  percent  in  Upper  Egypt, 
with  certain  allowances  in  the  last-named  region  that  slightly  increased 
the  percentage.    It  has  been  decided  to  cut  down  on  the  aseea    given  over  to 
the  Ashmouni  variety  of  cotton  in  the  new  season. 
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PAKISTAN'S  COTTON  EXPORTS 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Pakistan's  cotton  experts  during  the  August- July  195^-55  marketing 
year  totaled  63!+, 000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  or  29  percent  less  than 
exports  of  893,000  bales  in  1953-5^*    High  prices  and  other  contributing 
factors  in  the  early  part  of  the  195^-55  season  resulted  in  extremely 
low  export  levels  in  the  first  6  months  of  the  year,  partially  offset 
by  increased  volume  in  the  last  6  months.    Japan  continued  to  be  the 
largest  purchaser  of  Pakistani  cotton  in  195^-55;  taking  226  ,,500  bales 
or  36  percent  of  the  total  as  compared  with  262.000  bales  or  29  percent 
a  year  earlier.,    Other  major  destinations  of  Pakistani  cotton  were  China, 
Hong  Kong,  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Italy 0    (Text  cont'd,,  next  page 


PAKISTAN g    Exports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  destination; 

crop  years  1950-5*1 

(Equivalent  bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Year  beginning  August  1 
Country  of  destination  [  ;  ;  ;  


;   1950  ; 

1951  : 

1952  : 

1953  ; 

1951'- 

:    1,000  ' 

1,000  ' 

1,000  : 

1,000  ■ 

1,000 

:  bales 

:    bales  : 

-    bales  : 

bales  ; 

bales 

•  < 

6.5 

:  0,2 

:       26,5  | 

15.2  ■ 

:  15.5 

:       10.5  ' 

:        0  ! 

:        0  : 

:  0 

:      59-8  . 

80,3  : 

71.7  : 

:  ^6.9 

t       26.3  : 

89c0  - 

32.1  : 

21.0 

:       58.6  . 

:  52.1 

:  61.6 

31.6 

1          .8  5 

:        8.8  ; 

:        3.1  ' 

:  2„6 

:       52o2  - 

:        0  ; 

0 

:  0 

:      18  „8 

:       47.6  - 

9-0 

:  §/ 

:  .3 

15  0^ 

9.7 

:  7T4 

:  67.I 

:     102,7  - 

87.8 

•  62.8 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

:  0 

:  7.9 

:  26.1 

!  3^.7 

:  22.6 

:  6o5 

:        9.9  i 

19.  ^ 

2.5 

1  66„l 

:     100.7  : 

f  96.8 

:  70.8 

:  .3 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  23^.1 

:     517  A 

:  261.9 

:  226.5 

:  0 

:       63.1  - 

:        0  : 

:  0 

:  .3 

:        9.0  • 

:       11.8  . 

:  11.5 

:  300,9 

:  96.9 

:  153.2 

:  101.0 

E        8.0  . 

:       ZJ.k  • 

!  25.2 

;  11.5 

1,039-0  ' 

:     9l8o7  ' 

:  1,272.9  ' 

'  893.2 

:  63^.2 

1/  If  any,  included  in  "Other  countries" 
2/  Less  than  500  bales 

Source:  Government  of  Pakistani—Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Education;  report 
from  Agricultural  Attaches,  and  other  U .~ST  representatives  abroad 
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The  first  official  estimate  of  the  1955-56  cotton  acreage  in 
Pakistan  places  the  area  under  cultivation  at  3,C30,000  acres  or  3 
percent  less  than  the  1954-55  acreage  of  3,185,000,    Unusually  heavy 
rains  in  many  areas  of  the  Sind  have  caused  considerable  damage  in 
that  Province.    No  official  estimate  of  1955-56  cotton  production  is 
yet  available,  but  estimates  by  private  sources  indicate  a  crop  of 
1,^00,000  bales  or  about  8  percent  higher  than  the  195^-55  production 
of  1,300,000  bales,    A  breakdown  between  American  and  Desi  types  indi 
cates  a  17 -percent  increase  in  production  of  American  type,  and  a 
decline  for  Desi  production. 


American  types  

Desi  types ..«<>.  u . .»•«>» 
Total  •*,.»j»«o».o9**. 


:    195^-55    :  1955-56 

:    195^-55    :  1955-56 

:          1,000  acres  ! 

1,000  bales  of 
500  pounds  gross 

•      2,6l6  ' 
569  : 

:     2,575  ' 
505  ! 

:     1,110  ! 
190  : 

!  1,300 

100 

:  3,185 

3, Otto 

1>300 

1,400 

Cotton  consumption  in  Pakistan  in  the  August-July  1954-55  marketing 
year  amounted  to  660,000  bales,  which  included  mill  consumption  of  595,000 
and  about  65 ,,000  used  in  the  handloom,  and  stuffing  and  quilting  indus- 
tries.   This  sharp  increase  over  the  440,000  bales  consumed  in  1953-54-- 
410,000  in  mills  and  30,000  in  other  industries— has  resulted  from  the 
high  level  of  domestic  demand  fostered  by  import  restrictions  on  textiles 
and  increased  export  taxes  on  raw  cotton.    The  high  consumption  rate  is 
expected  to  continue  into  1955-56.    There  is  also  a  tendency  on  the  part 
of  some  mills  to  increase  production  of  the  finer  grades  of  cloth,  which 
may  necessitate  increased  imports  of  longer  staple  cotton. 

Pakistan's  cotton  imports  in  1954-55  amounted  to  3,000  bales,  mostly 
from  Egypt  and  British  East  Africa,  with  smaller  quantities  from  the  Anglo- 
Egyptian  Sudan  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa.    Imports  began  in  1949-50 
and  usually  total  2,000  to  4,000  bales  annually. 

Pakistan's  cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1955,  were  estimated  at  235,000 
bales  or  about  9  percent  less  than  stocks  of  260,000  bales  held  a  year 
earlier. 


PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  Uj3.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Issued  recently  and  available  free  upon  request  from 
the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 

World  Output  of  Dairy  Products ,  Second  Quarter ,  1955.    Foreign  Ag.  Circ. 
FD-12-55 

Philippine  Coconut  Products  Situation,  January -June  1955.  Fc reign  Ag.  Circ 
United  States    Rice  Exports  Decline  in  19M -55 .    Foreign  Ag.  Circ,  FR-10-55 
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DAIRY  PRODUCTS:    Wholesale  prices  at  specified  markets,  with  comparisons 

(in  U.  S.  Cents  Per  Pound) 


4 

1 

Butter  i 

Cheese 

Country/  market,  and  i 
description  ! 

Date  . 
•  1955 

i      Quotations  j 

Date 
1955 

:        :  Quotations 

Price:  Month  :    Year  j 
: earlier: earlier: 

:  Price:  Month  :  Year 
:         : earlier: earlier 

United  Kingdom  (London] 
New  Zealand"F inest 

i 

1 

iSept,  29 

!       :          §  ; 
:  1+6.5*     1+1.2:  1+6.2: 

«         »  • 

»      _  »         _  *  _ 

Sept.  28:  1+5.3 
:     -  t 
t  s 
: 


New  Zealand  Finest 

White ....<>  » . . 

Australia  (Sydney) 
Choicest  "butter. .... 
Choicest  Cheddar....? 
Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 
Creamery  butter  % 

(bulk).....  ?Sept.  28i'.i£,7 

Cheese..............:       -  l 

Denmark  (Copenhagen)    :  t 

:Sept.  29:  1+6, it 
France  (Paris)  :  : 

Charentes  Creamery    :  : 

butter  :Sept.  28:  90,7 

Germany  (Kempten)         :  S 
Markenbutter  :Sept.  28:  66.3 


^5.3 

m  _ 

1+B.7 

m 

1+1.8 

77.9 

61+.9 


United  States  : 

f 

4 

4 
1 

92-score  creamery 

Sept* 

30: 

l  58.9- 

■  58.7s 

Cheddar  (Wisconsin) . ! 

:        -  : 

Netherlands  : 

(Leeuwarden)  ! 

'  50.8 

\  1+9*9: 

Creamery  butter ...«•: 

"Sept, 

29 : 

Full  cream  Gouda. . . . 

as 

Mi 

m 

Belgium  (Hasselt)  j 

;  78.2' 

.Sept, 

29 : 

Canada.  (Montreal)  i 

21+ 

1  58.7: 

:  58c7i 

1st  grade  creamery* • ' 

[Sept, 

Ontario  white , . , . • a • 

i     "  : 
I 

!        -  : 
t  ? 

1+1,8 

1+8.7 
1+2.1 

71.9 
62.0 

61.0 


78.1 
58.6 


Sept.  29:  29*1+ 

«»            ,  m 

Sept.  28:  27.5 

Septc  28:  30.7 


25.6 


27.5 


30.7 


♦     -  ? 

Sept,  30 ;  31.8 


Sept,  23:  27.6 
Sept,  23:  25.7 


Sept,  2ki  29,3 


31.2 


25>5 
23,0 


29.1+ 


Sources:  Intelligence  Bulletin,  The  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee, 
Reports j  and  The  Dairy  Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USDA 


22.5 
25.7 

mm 

30.7 


32,0 


2l+o5 

22.3 


30.3 


U,  S.  Consular 
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FALM  OIL  PRODUCTION 
IN  MALAYA  INCREASING 

Palm  oil  production  in  Malaya  in  1955  is  now  estimated  at  63,800  short  tons 
as  compared  with  50,500  tons  in  1954*    Although  production  in  the  first  7  months 
of  1955  is  only  slightly  larger  than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1954,  a 
larger  harvest  is  expected  in  the  remaining  months  of  this  year. 


The  planting  of  oil  palms  in  Malaya  appears  to  have  declined  recently  due 
to  the  political  situation.    However,  about  one -fourth  of  the  planted  acreage 
is  not  yet  in  full  production  and  a  continued  increase  in  the  crop  is  expected 
ever  the  next  8  years. 


MALAYA:    Palm  oil  and  palm  kernel  exports,  average  1935-39, 
annual  195*+,  and  January -June  1954-55 

(Short  tons) 


Country 


Average 
1935-39 


195^ 


Palm  oil  

Jan. -June 


1954" 


195T17 


Average 
1935-39 


Palm  kernels 

,  .  ;  Jan. -June 
1954 


195V 


1955  1/ 


Canada. ..... 

Denmark  

Germany,  Rep 

France 

India  

Netherlands. 
United  Kingdom 
Cther  countrie 
Total. . . . 


of 


i  *  i 


1/  Preliminary,  2/ 
Belgium  amounted  to 
to  Belgium  amounted 


9,599 


908 

23,270 

13,583 
47,^60 


13,0*6 

1,303 

l4,2l4 
4,969 
18,973 
3/2,713 


7,526 

m 

1,303 
9,251 

4,969 
3,445 
V2*  5^3 


2,312 


2,074 

m 

23,818 
170 


55,2151  29.037 


226 
1,410 


1,304 
2,115 
3,077 


?8.374;  8.132 


2,036;  1,885 
1,781?  426 
2/3, 270 : 2/  924 

—  *  mm 

7,852»  3,581 
at  *  m 

3/    7735  3/  576 


25^DM  7,392 


510 
2/2, 044 


1,757 
1,960 

5/ ,  30 


6^ 


Includes  shipments  to  Corsica.    3/  Exports'  of  palm  oil  to 
1,432  tons;  palm  kernels  -  560  tons.    4/  Exports  of  palm  oil 
to  1,433  tons.    5/  All  to  Greece. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


Oil  palms  are  still  a  profitable  crop  and  plantings  of  trees  can  be  expected 
to  increase  in  future  years.    One  handicap  to  expansion  is  that  production  is 
conrined  solely  to  large  estates.    The  Government  has  made  some  studies  on  the 
feasibility  of  establishing  centralized  cooperative  processing  facilities  to 
make  it  possible  for  small-holders  to  grow  the  crop  profitably. 

SSV^  ispused  minly  for  making  soap  in  Malaya,  and  is  not  commonly 
f*i*Z  f0f'    Consumption  of  palm  oil  by  local  soap  manufacturers  is  in- 
rSK%    Singapore  and  the  Federation  of  Malaya  are  now  producing  about 
<;,cOO  tons  of  soap  per  month. 
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Palm  oil  is  sold  on  a  contract  basis  in  Malaya  and  it  is  difficult  to 
determine  the  level  of  local  prices,    The  price  of  palm  oil  was  reported 
to  have  increased  during  the  past  6  months,  narrowing  the  gap  between  the 
price  of  palm  oil  and  coconut  oil.    Palm  oil  prices  in  mid-September  of 
this  year  were  reported  at  fe8l  sterling  per  long  ton  ($202.50  per  short 
ton)  f,ocb*  Singapore. 

The  demand  for  Malayan  palm  oil  has  been  good.    The  trade  reports  that 
since  the  United  Kingdom  terminated  its  trade  contracts  with  West  Africa 
an  increasingly  larger  share  of  Malayan  palm  oil  exports  have  gone  to  the 
United  Kingdom,    As  a  result,  exports  to  Canada  and  India  are  declining. 
(See  table  showing  palm  oil  and  kernel  exports.) 


INDIA  ANNOUNCES  FURTHER  EXPORT 
ALLOTMENT  OF  COTTONSEED  CAKE 

The  Government  of  India  announced  on  September  27  that  20,000  long 
tons  of  undecorticated  cottonseed  oilcake  would  be  permitted  for  export 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  current  year.    Export  of  de -oiled  peanut 
meal  (solvent  extraction  variety  having  less  than  one  percent  of  oil 
content)  will  continue  to  be  licensed  freely  until  December  31. 

The  present  allotment  of  cottonseed  oilcake  makes  a  total  of  50,000 
tons  thus  far  authorized  for  export  during  calendar  1955*    The  present 
rate  of  export  tax  on  cottonseed  oilcake,  both  undecorticated  and  de- 
corticated, is  30  rupees  ($6.30)  per  ton. 


PERU»S  EDIBLE  FATS  AND 
OILS  IMPORTS  (CORRECTION) 

In  the  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  article  "Peru  Seeks  U,  S.  Edible  Fats 
to  Meet  Requirements"  of  October  3,«  1955^  page  384,  the  first  2  sentences 
of  the  fourth  paragraph  should  read  as  follows: 

"Imports  of  edible  fats  and  oils  in  1954  into  Peru  included  7,186  tons 
of  lard  and  1,877  tons  of  vegetable  fats  and  oils.    This  compares  with  1953 
imports  of  10,118  tons  of  lard  and  743  tons  of  edible  vegetable  oils," 


COSTA  RICAN  BANANA  CROP  DAMAGED 

Preliminary  estimates  place  the  recent  flood  damage  to  banana  production 
in  Costa  Rica  at  about  1,700,000  stems  on  a  12-month  basis.    The  damage 
was  caused  in  part  by  isolation  of  farms  due  to  damage  to  the  transportation 
system  and  in  part  to  flooding  of  plantations. 
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MALAYA'S  JOPRA  EXPORTS  LR0P  SHARPLY; 
AXUHOV  OIL  EXTORTS  INCREASE 


Maiaye.Js  exports  of  copra  during  January- June  1955  amounted  bo  24,655  long 
tons,  almost  one-third  less  than  the  35,644  tons  shipped  in  the  comparable 
period  of  1954,    Coconut  oil  exports  at  40,638  tons  were  up  6  percent  from  last 


yea: 


Table  1  -  MALAYA:    Copra  exports  and  imports,  average  1935-39) 
annual,  195k,  April-June  and  January -Jane  195^-55 


(Long  tons) 


Country 


Average 
1935-39 


1954  1/ 


April -June  \J    5  January -June  l/ 


1954 


1955 


1954 


1955 


Exports 

'C  2.  echo  s  lo vakia 
Denmark. , . » 
France, .... 
Italy, 

Netherlands 
Norway* • . > « 
Poland , i . , . 

Spain;  

Sweden. 4  •  «« 
United  Kingdom 
Germany,  Rep,  1 
Other  Europe . . 
India. »•«»••.„ 
Japan  ...»,...<, 
Other  Asia, . . , 


652s 
2,050: 

11,322: 
28,956: 

4,703: 
3,358: 


1,850: 

,750: 


57 


2/  46,384 
2,825 

535 
2,483 

q 


?59 


Total, 


^350 
4,100 
3,550 

10,337 
300 
1,500 
561 
12,525 
100 
6,622 
3/  4,222 
13,166 

mm 

0/  1,350 


V 


• 

m»  0 

• 

mm  a 

4,050 

800; 

7C0: 

3,350 

150? 

* 

1^50 

1,200s 

2,125? 

5,540 

m  * 

m 

'600; 

a 

300 

• 

3,105- 

56I 

4,425? 

4001 

8,275 

« 

« 

• 

100 

1,050: 

600; 

3,597 

1,125: 

-  '5/3,572 

2,593: 

mm  * 

0 

m 

3)140 

824: 

i 

1:100: 

1,174 

1,900 

998> 
100 

7,620 

1,125 

M52 

1,600 

3,098 

242 
2,075 


'  191,691. 

:  64,898 

!                             «                             a                       ™  1 

'                                             *  6 

>     12,517:      9,094;  35,644; 

_  , , ,  .1-  .  — 

24,655 

Imports 
British  possessions  j 

Other  countries...,.; 

10,617: 
105,500: 
2*134: 

117,7452 
7/  10,228: 

•  0 

•  •  « 

**                                  0  j 

•  r  « 

711:          266:  1,432: 
22,032;     22,445:  53,644: 
t      1,586:         424:  3,4882 

958 
56,210 
1,492 

_13.2,369;  24,329? 
I/  Total  Germany,    3/  Includes  3,487" 


118,251: 

1/  preliminary. 

4/  All  to  Finland?  5/  Includes  3,337  tons  to  Finland, 
y  deludes  4,983  tons  from  Thailand. 


23,135:  58,564; 
tons  to  Finland. 
6/  All  to  Iraq, 


58,660 


Compiled  from  official  statistics n 
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For  the  first  time  in  the  postwar  period  copra  exporters  have  had  to 
compete  in  world  markets.    The  new  situation  has  "been  somewhat  disastrous 
for  the  copra  entrepot  trade  as  exports  are  declining  and  show  no  signs  of 
improvement 6    The  decline  in  copra  trsde  is  explained  largely  as  follows; 

(1)  Difficulties  have  been  caused  by  Indonesian  trade  and  exchange  controls 
and  interference  by  the  Indonesian  Government ^  which  is  making  efforts  to 
ship  direct  to  buyers  and  thereby  eliminate  Singapore  entrepot  trade; 

(2)  oil  millers  have  developed  a  lucrative  oil  trade  with  China  and  bulk 
oil  shipments  have  found  ready  markets  in  Europe,  which  have  enable!  them 
to  outbid  copra  exporters  for  the  limited  copra  supplies^  (3)    the  easier 
dollar  position  in  Europe  has  enabled  European  buyers  to  fill  most  of  their 
requirements  in  the  Philippines  where  supplies  are  ample  and  prices  lower. 

Table  2  -  MALAYA  j    Cocunut  oil  exports  and  imports,  average  1935-39; 
annual  195'4-,  April-June  and  January-June  l§51+-55 

(Long  tons) 


Country 


Average 
1935-39 


195^  1/:- 


April-June  l/ 


-95^ 


1955 


January-June  1/ 


195^ 


1955 


Exports 

Franc  ec«,&.,e»et,«o.« 

Italy  a  *  «  s  •  *  a  0  if  •*•«»•>• 

Netherlands  e •••••••« • 

Sweden  j    0       0 . 
United  Kingdom. ....  3 • » 

Repfl  of  Germany.,.,*. 
Other  Europe 
Burma  0 • * >.»j*«»»«o *  *  e 
China  * , . . • 
Formosa. , „ 
Hong  Kongo 
j.ndia » « . » * 
Indonesia. 
Pakistan « * 
Egypt  o • • • B 
Union  of  South  Africa 
Other  countries*.*,.* 


*«*,,(0,a* 


Total, s. 


Imports 
SrTETsh  possessions.. 
Indonesia ,,3t,oe,*e,o 
Other  countries . , c , • „ 


100 

« 
• 

•  726 

.  726 

20 

• 

6,253  ; 

1,110 

l*63l* 

3,^07  : 

5,558 

322 

• 

2,^03  8 

-    1     1,378  ; 

2,20U  : 

3,^55 

I85 

• 

* 

1,739  s 

-  ! 

;         816  < 

'     1,739  i 

.  -816 

8,857 

* 

2,506  • 

U80  ; 

1      1,^83  ! 

:       l<60  j 

^,3^5 

100 

S 

2,952  ; 

-    ,  1,097  ! 

!    ,  2,951  ! 

:  3,737 
,2/  300 

•  190 

.•2/      990  S 

\2j      300  ! 

:2/     990  i 

3^908 

• 

0 

26,029  j 

7,7^2  i 

'       1,293  ! 

:     9,902  j 

!  3,227 

2,028 

• 

19,757  • 

1*,200  < 

:  5,^oo 

!       6f900  ! 

:  9,^75 

or 

ft 

• 

92U  : 

196  j 

i       2^6  « 

!          835  ! 

:  hk3 

1,391 

a 

0 

■8Q0  8 

350  ■ 

i  159 

1        kjk  ! 

!  398 

22; 500 

• 

11,8^7  ? 

3,976 

t     2,612  « 

1      6,732  • 

;  5,5^2 

3,119 

■ 

« 

385  i 

!  H36 

:       275  1  ^36 

3,295 

813  s 

195  ' 

!  220 

505  ' 

!  321 

325 

s 

601  j 

601 

775 

601 

:  9^2 

269 

1,137  ' 

231 

:  38^ 

\  456 

1  967 

^7,109 

79,226  ! 

19,081 

13,959 

:  38^51 

1^0,688 

16 

328 
229 


^58 
258 

9 


Total.... «......*       573  :  718 

l7    Preliminary.    2/  All  to  Yugoslavia  I 


73 

26 


99 


6k 
22 


210 
113 


86 


323 


205 
98 


2k3 


Compiled  from  official  statistics, 
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Although  Singapore  appears  to  be  losing  its  position  as  a  center  where 
Dtraits  copra  is  collected;  sorted,  dried,  graded.,  packed,  financed,  and 
merchandized  to  Europe  and  other  markets,  it  has  hopes  of  increasing  its 
oil -processing  facilities.    However,  oil  millers  not  only  are  subjected  to 
the  uncertainties  of  Indonesian  imports  but  also  must  sell  in  a  highly  com- 
petitive export  market. 

China  came  back  into  the  coconut  oil  market  in  March  and  takings  through 
June  totaled  9,^75  tons.    Millers  reportedly  are  stockpiling  oil  in  anticipa- 
tion of  further  buying  by  China  at  better  prices,    The  increased  sales  to 
China  have  been  offset  somewhat,  however,  by  the  decline  in  exports  to  Burma, 
one  of  Malaya's  best  customers.,    Due  to  exchange  shortages,  Burma's  coconut 
oil  imports  were  put  under  license  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  pur- 
chases were  restricted*, 

Copra  production  in  the  first  half  of  1955  was  down  about  one -fifth 
from  195^.    This  is  the  lowest  level  since  the  first  half  of  1953  when 
copra  exports  were  slow,  copra  prices  were  low,  and  rubber  prices  were  high. 
The  decline  in  copra  prices  and  the  boom  in  rubber  prices  is  believed  by 
many  observers  to  be  the  main  factor  in  this  year's  low  production  of  copra. 
The  decline  has  been  almost  entirely  in  the  small -holders'  crop,  which  would 
be  affected  most  by  the  current  rubber  boom,    However,  the  decline  in  copra 
production  occurred  early  in  the  year  and  recovered  in  July--whereas  the 
sharp  rise  in  rubber  prices  occurred  in  July.    It  has  been  stated  that  the 
poor  harvest  may  have  been  due  to  neglect  of  trees  during,  the  previous 
rubber  boom  when  rubber  prices  reached  record  levels  in  1951  and  1952. 

Copra  prices  eased  during  the  past  6  months  as  buyers  seemed  little 
interested  in  Straits  copra,  which  has  lost  its  chief  postwar  advantage  of 
being  able  to  sell  for  soft  currency.    The  easier  dollar  positions  in  Europe 
has  enabled  buyers  to  fill  most  of  their  requirements  in  the  Philippines, 
where  prices  are  lower  and  larger  quantities  are  available,    The  price 
differential  has  narrowed  but  Philippine  copra  is  still  reported  to  be  under- 
selling Straits  copra  by  about  U.  S.  $3,00   per  ton.    Straits  sundried  copra 
declined  from  M$31,0O   per  picul  of  153-1/3  pounds  (  U.  So  $171.86  per  ton) 
on  January  3,  1955  to  M$27*25  per  picul  (u.  S,  $151.07  per  ton)  on  September 
26.    Oil  prices  in  secondhand  drums  declined  from  M$51.00  per  picul  (12.62 
cents  per  pound)  f.o.b.  in  January  to  M$^.00  (IO089  cents)  in  September. 
Oil  in  bulk  declined  over  the  same  period  from  M$i9.00  (12.13  cents)  to 
M$^0.C0  (9.9  cents). 
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